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ABSTRACT 

This report identifies some of the relative 
advantages and disadvantages enjoyed by differing language groups in 
the Toronto school system. Eight groups of students were selected and 
studied in an attempt to determine whether cultural differences 
produce distinct parterns of performance on a variety of measures. 
The groups selected represent the Chinese, French, German, Greek, 
Italian, Polish, Portuguese, and Ukrainian cultures. The patterns of 
performance in grades 5^ 7, and 9 indicate that areas of strength and 
weakness vary with grade as well as with cultural backgrounds The 
findings suggest the extent and nature of th; ditficulties for 
students who must learn English as a second language* Several charts 
of statistical data are includea. (RL) 



i::trcj;ct:. 



Gchools. I^ vr^s 'ilnost inevit^bl^ chat v:hon •^h'^'r-'^ v/'xc i-C;.- 

v/ould bo raised 'ibout the various language groups • A:, the meeting 
of tho Zp^-cl'<l CorJnitte^j re Kducatinr ;»>w Ganadi'-ins, Jun^ JQ, 19-9, 
trustees w^re assured that such quostionr: '/ould be ex'irir.-'-'d In 'i for'n- 
comjng r^-port. 

Conparing language groups on .«3uch factors as ability or 

achievement requires certain qualifications. It would b^ r^^ani ngl^sc 

to compare all Italian with all i'olish students without- controlliiif^ 

such basics as age and grade. Kov/ever, such basic factors as grad'- ^;r.d 

age are not sufficient to describe the variations in p^rfornance of 

students in Toronto v/hose mother tongue is not '"English. 

1 

It v;as noted in a previous report that 38«5 per cent of 

students in grades five, seven and nine did not learn '^nglish as a 

first language: some were born in Canada, others arrived while x^hey 

were infants, others arrived after having started school in another 

2 

land. Because of such background factors" It is necessary to subdivide 
the students within each specific language group. For example^ in 



1 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian origin; A 

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools > Toronto: Th^ Board 
of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Departriont, 196v (^/^oO). 

2 Ramsey, C. A., & V/right, E. W. Students of non-Canadian origin: The 
relation of language and rural -urban b-^ckground to academic "ichiovement 
and ability > Toronto: The Board of Kducation for the City of Toronto, 
Research Department, 1969 (#76). 



locking at German speaking students, it is necessary tc distinguirr:: ce-ween 
students who were born in Canada and learned German as a firs:', language 
and students born outside Canada and learned German as a first lannia;;e. 

/urtiier.TiOre, since Jtud'^ntj "n.t : . rri In -rri .' : -r: 

v'lrlo'uj -iC^^s, thii: f-ictor sho-oli be controlled also* Ar..t:/ r- : rl 
invectig-iting the r^l'.t:?n cf ':ge 3a irrlvJ to 'ichlov-vr.O'it r' -^or. : It 
to ::;Gr'irite the non-C'in'idi'-in born ztvdontz i.itj v^^riy -irri':i:u: : i ;tj .rrlv 
groups. Early arrivers were defin-'^d as thos^- v/ho arriv i -md^r the a^TA. of 
seven years, and late arrivers were those ceven years 'xvA old«r c>. '.rrivrx] . 

These restrictions, which allow rcre meaningful rt'iteir.er,ts t" 

made, result in -the follo^./ing subdivisions for oacli l-ng^iagc grour/'' 

^* B — Students born in Can'ida who learned 
English as a second language. These 
students can bo thought of as "oecond 
generation*' irrunigrants. 

^'Dq" — Jiudents born outside Can'ida v/hc learned 
English as a second language, and who 
arrived in Can-ida at 6 years of age or 
younger - 

'^D-j^'* — Students born outside Canada who learned 
English as a second language, and v/ho 
arrived in Canada at 7 years of ag'^^ or 
older. 



3 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. M. Students of non-Canadian origin: Relation 
of age on arrival to academic achievement and ability . Toronto: The 
Board of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 1770 
(in p)reparation) . 

4 The designation of "B" and *'D" is consistent with designations used in 
parallel reports • 
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h^caus^ imnigr'ints lr>av^ "^h^ir Inr.a of car""*. :'cr r.i':' r- : * 
reasor.r, ctuder.ts in th^ various subgroups cannot and mus*. no', be 
cor.cid^^r^d ropre^ontativp of their country, andind*-^:: thi:^- r^ rcr"* Ir 
basod on language spoken ralher than coun'^-r^;' of birth. A inrc^ 
qualification must b*^ no^^d: reasons for mifjration change, irT.'.rvr '.o 
policies change ar.d y-isterday*s ipjni grants ar^ n^l noc*'^ scarify r^^inr " 
be like toriOrrov;*G ir.iTdgrant s . 



ihis r'^^r.ort v;ill a'^^V-mp"^ *t,o id^^ntify sor/'^- of t*.^- r- l'.**v- 
•idv:.ni :jLges and disridvctntages fnjoyr^d by differing language groups (and 
by the zyves of stud^:;nts vithin th^n). If cl^^urly d^-fin^-d :-x-^^ v:.r 
-ixist v/ithin any language group, th^n soin^ concJlusionn rrr/ r*- ir-tV' 
to assist in planning the students* curriculi;.. 

Table 1 shows the number of bilingual students, by rr-id^' , -tr 
described in the above categorizations. VJithin each c^ll f^rouj 
by grade) as many as 26 languages may be r<^presented. The Stud«ni IvicK- 
ground Questionnaire from which the language information was obtained, 
contained a check list of 26 languages but some languages w^re ch^^ckod 
by few, or even none of the studentSc Frequencies for each lar^gij^ig^ 
group are reported in the Appendix* VJhere there seemed to "adequate ^' 
representation at one or more grade levels, a language group was s^l^ct^d 
for inclusion in the analyses. Table 2 indicates which language groups 
were selected. Although only eight language groups were selected, an 
examination of Tables 3 to 5 in the Appendix shows that at some gr-ide 
levels a language group may be represented by only a few stud(mts. This 
limitation is mo^t apparent for the Greeks, born in Canada, where ther'^ 
are 30 in grade five but only 5 in grade seven and 6 in grade nine. 



5 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian origi n: A 

descriptive report of students in T or onto schools . Toronto: Th^ Board 
of ^^ducation for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 19^9 ( 'r(P) . 



TAbLE 1 



:rj::LER oi- 3tude:itj i:j the hiLiinuAL -'^Rour.:: 

Grade 

Group ~ ^ 7,1/^ 

second generation 401 2c3 94..^ 

De- early arrival ^'^^ ^^^'"^ '-^'"^ 

Di- late arrival 215 13b d 

Totals 7^:8 559 7% ;i - 



TABLE 2 

LANGUAGE GROUPS SELECTED on THE GRITERIOII OF ADEQUATE REPREJKITATIO:! 

Bilingual Student Cateogory 



B De Di 

(Second Generation) (Early Arrival) (Late Arrival) 

Chinese Chinese 

French 

German German 

Greek Greek Greek 

LANGUAGES 

Italian Italian Italian 

Polish 

Portuguese Fortugucuc 



Ukrainian 



n\:oT I'lnguar;^^ groups in ^H.ch cit-'frory. 1:v' hilz r.r y , : - ' ^" - 

•iP'^ contciinod in --^'tch of ^^rourr, 'J -irA IX. T:ac virl-rior, r^-f'*~^*' 
(a) 'X r-':^lalivoly steac^/ rind h^avy flow of Lnnigrar.ls r] a/Li.r 'Ir- - . : 
Italian; and (b) a shifting pattern of innigration for son*^ cf ia-- ■^■'.■^r 
language groups. Th^se figures do not represent Tot a] irrjr.igratzor. "^o 
Toronto as they dc not, for one thing, include serara-r cchooT d-.'-i. 
addition, students born in Canada, learning rnglish as a c^cond langua^^.^ 
might include a f«\/ third generation immigrants. 

The basic analysis of the data consisted of the calculation 
mean scores for students in each selected language grour^, by grad^. 

Student scores were available on ten measures v:hich hav*- V^^^n 
described elsewhere^. They were: 

Picture Vocabulary (P.V. ) 

Computational Skill (C.S.) 

Progressive Matrices (P.M.) 

Teacher Ratings (T.R.) 

and a six part test of basic 
English Skills (1 to VI). 

To examine meaningfully the resulting 450 means that w^ro calculated, 

all means were converted to a common base (unit normal deviates) and 

expressed graphically. To place these analyses in context, performance- 

is reported with reference to the average performance of all the stud^-nts 

at each grade level. 



6 Ramsey, C. A., Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian orir^i n: A 

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools . Toronto : The Board 
of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Departmoni , 19^'9 (#60). 



Tile first '^^ight figur^'^n c.ic*' "* K^' '..'/""^r'lro 3ccr*"f r- 1' 

I'inguag^ groups by grjide and ntud^^nt Ci^-^^z^r^J four of ^ - --^ \^^r^ r.-^*>/ ii- 

i.e. i'.v. , C.3., r.y.. 'ir.d T.K. (the second ^Trour of -^igh-^ firur'-^-r :r^r-:. 

data on the subtests of r^nglish skills). 

:iOTE TO READER: In thci^o figures the points representing 

average performance on each test have been 

connected like -i graph, for each group, e.g., 

B • . 

De 

D-^ . # . 

This procedure implies a scale on the 
horizontal axis, i.e. a continuum on sor.o 
variable. Obviously, the four different 
tests (P. v., C.3., P.M., T.R.) shown in 
Figures 1 to 'r' are discrete variables and 
could be shown in any order. 

The points for each test were joined to 
facilitate making visual comparisons of 
the similarities or variations among groups 
and among gr'ides. Thus, a set of four points 
in any grade joined by a line (solid or dotted; 
represents a pattern of performance for a 
specific group of students. 

No statistical tests have been applied to the data. Because 

of the small numbers in some groups very large differences would be 

required to achieve statistical significance; whenever a poini Is \n^hl 

1 .U from the grade mean it is unlikely that one is seeing more than 

chance variation; in some instances a difference of at least .P hpfver-r. 

two points is required to achieve significance. On the other hand, v/h^^ 
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simil'ir ^X'tr.ir/i"^ ^c.*- of* " b/' f'l ^^r- r: t." ' • '^r "; r . ■ t 

obs-Tvr/icnc vrMy l -ir/'irT/ ^ h- r-'.-.r. :.',/van'. :ilsr 

th<^ au'^ hors ' obn^rv-i' icr.c. 
"r:econd Goner:iticr.'' ::"udr-nt£: Grour / ■ 

r^- r^sor.tcd oniy by "socorui g^n^ratior/' r^ui- r/?^, ^:r?i:: : ^ i 

it is '.%'orlhwhi' Iook -x" * h-^r ir. r^-l'i^'c: * <^ jro.;r / :'cr n- ^ 
age groups, Yigiir^s 1 ^ Firar^ 7, rxr'^-ur*''-?^^, i'-^ : ■ ''v.a--- 'i 
It vill be observed ^hn" nos-. cf th^ r/.udorrs, ^ r. ir-^;" n^-i^iir'^r: 
above the grad^ av^rag^. In grad'^-s xiv^ er.d r-'V^^:. '-k-^ Ir I'^'l^ v^r.-i:'. 
ariong tho scorer on th^ diff^r^^r/ '-f-r., --Vhoi.r^j ^ xc^^r-" ioiv: ^< ':lr> -sr 
iiou for grades fiv^^ a:d seven are observable- for ^ho ':hin^\s • and for th- 
rive Greeks in grade s^v^n. In grad*^ nine, hov/^v^r, a dis'tinc^ ch-inp*^ ir> 
noticeable, v;ith the rcores on th^ Pictur*^- Vooabu^-ir;; '>'C^ '.7.^ t-'i: * 
markedly superior. The lack of variabl'ii-^y in gr'xd^t' flv^^ "-rl rrvi. -l-'r.' 
reflect accultura- Icn, i.e. '.hey ar'^ sir^iT-.r all Cr-/idi\n ••orn 
Uo explanation is suggested for the conr.ir"-nt ou^n'andinr^ crad^^ nir.^ 
performance on th^ Pic ure Vocabulary Tes^ - 
Chinese (Figure 1) 

The students who learned Chinese •j.s a moiner tongu^> shr -t 
distinctive pat-t^rn not found among i h'^^ o'h^r 3tud^'n^r> ^-'no s: oVr> lr-:•^^ 
languages. The focus, it is report ^>d, ir. on v>a^ t^rns of r^cor^^s. Tf ^ 
students, born in Canada (i.e. Group B"^ , and 1 r^-'C^n^ Immirr^,! V • \r:y 



;".*^'r!. ^ . c!."" susT'C'^'c i^'^^ry ^ / "'J v ' ' ' ^ ^ ' - >_ 

: C''^# The ii.'^sc 1^"^ ui'^ . r ''.t* »- r '^rr**'r. ■^^ 

-''i.c:i' -rr 'ir" lov:''^r .ni "^h- ir ^ r ' .io'.ur^^ ' u - rv 'r ^ 

low, ."ir.cp th^- "cr:r for ur^ Vc* ' r. * ry c"" ^ - ■ r 

students h'ld wUh cound dlzcT±nl:.-r .\\r :i''f Ic'T."" 7 ■ r t -^r* \' Is 

ov-^rccme fcy gr:^ i-^ nino lor thor<^ r'ui-'^i/r ♦or: in ''''ir^d'!. 
Germui: ' Figure 3) 

Th^r*- v;^r^ not ^nouf: vcc^^ri 'rr.r.ij^r' ::ts rrovid*^ d';"*'! f'^.r 
all thro^^ ca'cerories. It is :j-pv:ir-:.l h-i"^ bo^ :i "thos^^ lorn in >jn\::'i 
ana those who immigratpd a-t an ^arly 'ip--^ show sir.iJjir pat-" n^r r of i r- 
formanc<^ in grades s^v-"r and nir^'^, Ir r:ra f!"'^ hj ud^-'-r'^r lor:. 
OUT, side C?inada Lmd *^o have lor^ r ric^ur^ ''ocabulary 'cores. l'>^ v/^'v: 
generally is one tnat shov/s above average scores with no specific ar^^a 
of strength or \;^akness '^xc^pt for the ou*^ standing grad^^ idn'^ r^^rf orr:'i: o^^ 
on the Picture Vocabulary T st. 
Greek , Pigure /+) 

All thr ^^"^ cat'-^gories of Or^^»^k S'Ud^nts are r^^pr'^-'S^'T/^^^-d, 'il i 
t h is was d on ^ at ^ ho expe n s -'^ o f L nc 1 U' i ' r g s on ^ group r ^ ;h ^ r ' t h r v r * 
few students. This may account for th^- fact that the only clear p-r/ ^^r". 
is s^e'n in grade five. Here Computai ional f^Kills are conrirv «nl *"y ■ b ; 
strongest area and Picture Voc^ibulary thp w*^ak<^st ar^^a, 
Italian (Figure 5) 

The Italian students ar^ h^ most adequat^^l/ r»\r^r'^n-r:"' ^ r: 'n 
terms of numbers. All thr'^e group.^ show u similar pa<:'^rn In rr^d- '""V' 
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ch't!*r;^-s frcr. a v/'^^'trZHrss in gT'\\<^' iMv*^ *o g"* r'^r.r""!'^ ir t'i : ' 
^^or::: ut 't-t ioniil »jkill3 rnov-3 fr^r. 'i ftron^^ irci'^ic? \ ' 'i> ' ' ^ 

Portugrunsp , Fi guro 7 ' 

There wer^*^ rot *^nougL ''s^^cond ^z^'nor'!"^ i^t " ?or^\/'i^ ^ ' 
to include ir. this figure. Th^ pat^^rrs i:: gr-xae? fiv^ -ri riiic - 
indeed the mix^d pa-^.i ^rn in grade s^ven are V'-'^ry similar ' •]•- > all ^ 
patterns. The gains in '^'ictur--- Vocabulary are gr^^at .^s ar^ *h^' '.re- 
in Teacher's Platings. Corripuia*^ ional CkilJ s does r..t occupy :x;i } r-^^ionl 
a position for the grade five Portuguese as it does for '^h'^ rrad- :'P' 
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'tnd the rtudpnt c:it'^gorips within then on th-^ rpinriinir..-; viy :\ ' c ' 
\i.o. th^' subtests of 'nglish I'^r.gntxr^e Skills). Th- dif f^-^r- r^^ r -.-^ r * 
th^ language and stud^^nt categories .and gr*idos) or. ^h--s<^ i:i>' r^t^'r'r' 
nust DP vi^^wed with caution as the rpliabili^y and validity o'* 
have not been established. For this reason th^ eight lan^ju'tf^^ ,^rou: r. 
are discussed collectively and generally, and noi> separatoly as w^^r* 
the first four test measures. 

The six parts comprising the tes-r of basic E-glich skillr 

are : 

I Sound Discriininabion 
II Sound Recognition 
III Intonation — Meaning 
IV Vocabulary 

V Vocabulary — Functors 
VI Idiomatic Usage 

Generally the performance of the second gener^^tlon '3) group 
across the various languages tended to be at or slightly above thp grad^ 
averages, with only a few exceptions. 

Because the test was intended to tap basic skills it was 
expected that those students who had recently begun learning 'ngJlsli 
would have some difficulty, while the rest would get perfect or npar 
perfect scores. This was confirmed. 

In the language groups where B was represented as well ar IJ^^ 
or D^, (Figures 9, 11, 12, 13) it was noted that the B group.^ tended 
to outperform slightly the other groups. However, the pprformane^^ of 
the early arrivals (D^) also tended to be close to the IpvpI of grad^- 
averages. Thus, in Figures 11, 12 and 13, the groups pprformpd 



r:ir.i^'xrly "^o *.ho h groups and in sor^e ir-st';>:c^s j^lif;}!-"!;/ r. 
Figaro 15 'rcrtuguese) where a group is r^* r^-^rrps^r.^ * d, * ^- . -^rr 
•ijso perform close to grade averages. 

Not surprisingly^. th« students vho wer^ over six y^-'-irr : 
when they arrived in Canada, D^, perforin belov/ aver'xg^-^ on this ^ ^-s^ . '\\:c\ 
more important, the test suggests that the pattern of dif ficui'' i: 'Xr-ri'- 
by the Chinese (Figure 9) were unique. Using prepositions 'ina i: ocrinin-ii 
ing sounds were very difficult, while getting meaning from in1or.\'lon Vi:: 
consistently the easiest of all skills tested. For Greeks (Figure 12), 
Italians (Figure 13) and Portuguese (Figure 15) the grade nin^ Ptui^-nty 
as well as the grade seven Italian students showed a pattern of incr'^^rin^ 
difficulty moving from subtest I to subtest VI with the pencil and paper 
portions of the test being more difficult than the oral sections. 

At grade five it appeared that the test of idioir.s and, as with 
the Chinese, the intonation test were the easiest. There appear-^d to 
be somewhat less variability in averages at grade five than at grade nine. 
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co>^.corriin(^ parent?:* f'ducr : \ri^ coll-ir- i - ^. , • 
'ir.'-l yr^'C such 'tc h'ivo b^-'^^^r. r^Lort^d her*'^^. If * h*^ w-^^r*.^*' * * • 

l-'^vol of v'iriouc iiu^jgr'ir.t groupj: dlfiv^r i-' should i- \c*. 

However J b^ciusc 'i larg*^ proj or*: lor. of -^/n^ r^ud^.'-'r r- r: > • 
^'bonH- rlnov^, " to this item on th^ background qu'-st i onrr^i r*^, ther« r^r^ 
too fev; responses on which to bas^ any ostimat^- of 1 h*^ rar-j.'s' '.v- ra^-^» 
educational background. 

A pre\rious report describing non-Canadian borr and Ca^ adla:. 
born students has noted the great ]ack of students' information r'parair.^- 
their parents^ education. In the city-wide sample of grades flv^, v^n 
and nine, the proportion of Canadian born students v/ho r^-spond^d "l^onM 
Know" for mothers' and fathers' educational attainment vis L7.0 r^r c^^n^ 
and 52 J, per cent respectively. Among non-Canadian born students thr^ 
proportions were slightly higher, 50.6 per cent for mothers and 5^.1 r^-r 
cent for fathers. 

The language groups included in this report (and Ihe stud^^n^ 
groups within each) shov/ed a varying but high proportion of ''Don'i 'no-'* 
responses. Generally, the highest proportions of "Don't ':>.o.;^' r^^sror.-- c 
were found in grade five, with slightly lo^^^^r ones in grade nin^. ?or 
example, in grade five, proportions in the 70 and ^0 per c^nt ranrr^r. w-r^ 
common; among students v;ho had learned Polish (Group B) F1 . 5 p^r c^nt 
reported they did not know their mothers^ education and ^5.2 per ^ 
did not know their fathers' education. At th^ grade nin<^ 3-'^v^l ' n-- j ro- 
portions were somewhat lowe? usually ranging around 30 •'o AO r^r ^ . 

7 Ramsey, G. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian i 

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools . Toronb;: inc r^' 'n-r 
of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, I9»^?, ir/CC ^ 
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CONCLUSION 

This report was not an atxempo to "pit'' any one lang^aa.^;e rjrcup 
against another. The difference in imigration patterns would render ihis 
a fruitless exercise. Furthermore, only eight groups were selected and 
described* Rather, the general aim was to see, if possible, whether 
cultural differences produced distinct paoteras of performance on a variety 
of measures. Thus, in terms of language background, eight cultures are 
represented. If a culture showed a distinctive pattern of performance 
this should be observable at various grade levels and for early as well 
as late arrivals. 

The only language group which came close to displaying a distinctive 
pattern was the Chinese. The resiilts generally showed that no clear 
patterns were observable on the basis of language alone. However, on 
the basis of language and student type, some patterns were discernible. 

The following tendencies can be faintly perceived; grade five 
patterns and grade nine patterns seem to be different and grade seven 
patterns are a mixture of the two. This seems most apparent among t,he 
Mediterranean groups. However, three of the other language groups were 
only represented by ''born in Canada" students. Imong the three Mediter- 
ranean groups, the Greeks seemed most distinct. The general superiority 
of all "born in Canada" students is most apparent in grade nine, especially 
on the Picture Vocabulary Test. 

The number of students in any one group is small and only the 
greatest contrasts are significant. The few observations have, therefore, 
been heavily qualified. The reader should spend some time studyinrj the 
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school (gr*-ido Tiv-), ^ *x s^cordary school <rr;'i- nl^- • r/'^ r' 

superiority oi' "j^^cond ^t'^t ion'' chiildr^:: .in<i ih^^ cucc-'c:: c ' hc^r*- \':io 

'arrived in G'.n'idri M In 'x^^ oT six or young^-^r is consi f^^-r." \/i^h (j' - r 

^malysoG th:tt h-iv-^ L^^^-^n r-ror'^^i. 
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